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Philosophy  
Summer reading is a key component to the educational development of all 

students. Over the summer, incoming freshmen and upperclassmen are required to 

complete one or more books, depending on their scheduled English course for the 

Fall. Please read through this document carefully.   
 

Requirements 
All students are required to read one book from a list of suggested titles for their 

grade.  Students in Level 1 English (Course numbers 111, 121, 131, 141) must 

read one additional book as well (two books total). Students may choose any 

book from the list that is assigned to their grade level.  Refer to the link on the 

Aggie website for your grade for book titles. Please note reading level/s, genre/s, 

and subject matter when choosing your book/s. Book lists will be given out to all 

students in June.  Summer reading information will also be posted on the Aggie 

web site in June. 
 

Assessment 
A list of MCAS-type essay prompts is provided along with a list of books.  Students are to 

choose one prompt from the list of MCAS prompts to answer.   

 

On the Friday of the first full week of school, every student will be required to answer one 

MCAS-type prompt per book in essay form. Students in level I will write 2essays.  The essay/s 

will be written in class. Teachers will allow students to use a 3 x 5 card to help students write 

their essays.   Assessment prompts are listed on the next page. 

 

Extra Credit Activity 
A list of extra credit activities is also provided here for students to complete.  

Students may choose to do one extra credit activity per summer. Extra credit will 

be due on or around the time of the Summer Reading Assessment Essay.   The 

amount of extra credit awarded and the exact due date will be determined by 

your teacher during the first week of school.   

 

Notes to Parents 
Parents are encouraged to review the recommended selections prior to their son-

daughter reading his/her book/s as some young adult literature deals with 

subjects that are controversial and realistic.  Any questions concerning the 

summer reading assignments can be directed to the principal, Mrs. Suzanne 

Green. 
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MCAS ASSESSMENT PROMPTS FOR SUMMER READING (page 1 of 2) 

 

Below is a list of 10 MCAS-type assessment prompts.  The student will be able to 

choose and respond to one assessment prompt per book that he/she had read.  The 

student will respond to the assessment prompts in class on the Friday of the first 

full week of school.  The student will be allowed to bring into class one 3 x 5 card 

(per book) with information to help him/her write the final essay in class.   

 
Questions:  Choose one prompt for each book you were required to read. 

 

1. Often in literature, a character struggles against powerful forces or obstacles, and these 

struggles have a significant effect on the character.  From your summer reading book, select a 

character who has to struggle against powerful forces or obstacles.  In a well-developed essay, 

identify the character and explain how these struggles have a significant effect on the character. 

 

2. In literature, as in life, people struggle with principles or beliefs they hold.  From a summer 

reading book you have read, select a character who has to struggle with his or her own principles 

or beliefs.  In a well-developed essay, identify the character and explain how that character’s 

inner struggles are important to the book. 

 

3. Heroism can mean different things to different people, and literature is full of characters who 

can be considered heroic.  From a summer reading book you have read, select a character who, in 

your opinion, is heroic. In a well-developed essay, identify the character and explain why he or 

she is heroic. 

 

4. In literature, as in life, characters often learn something about honesty.  From a summer 

reading book you have read, select a character who has learned something about honesty.  In a 

well-developed essay, identify the character, tell what the character learns about honesty, and 

explain why that learning is important to the book. 

 

5. In literature, as in life, conflicts can be resolved in unexpected ways.  From a summer reading 

book you have read, identify a conflict that ends unexpectedly.  In a well-developed essay, 

describe the conflict that ends unexpectedly and explain why this resolution is unexpected. 

 

6. The difference between what one expects will happen and what actually happens, or irony, is 

often an important part of literature. From a summer reading book you have read, select a 

situation in which there is a difference between what is expected and what actually happens.  In a 

well-developed essay, explain the situation and tell why it is important to the work you have 

chosen. 
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MCAS ASSESSMENT PROMPTS FOR SUMMER READING (pae 2 of 2) 
 

7. In literature, as in life, people make choices and then must live with the consequences of those 

choices.  From a summer reading book you have read, select one character who makes a choice. 

In a well-developed essay, identify the character’s choice and explain what happens as a result of 

that choice. 

 

8. A frequent theme in literature is the conflict between the individual and society.  From a 

summer reading book you have read, select one character who struggles with society.  In a well-

developed essay, identify the character and explain why this character’s conflict with society is 

important. 

 

9. Often in works of literature, there are characters—other than the main character—whose 

presence in the work is essential. From a summer reading book you have read, select one 

character, other than the main character, who plays a key role in the book. In a well-developed 

essay, identify the character and explain why this character is important. 

 

10. Often in works of literature, characters have goals that motivate them.  From a summer 

reading book you have read, select a character who has a goal that motivates him or her.  In a 

well-developed essay, identify the character, tell how the character’s goal motivates his or her 

actions, and show how the character’s attempts to reach the goal are important to the book. 
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NCAHS SUMMER READING EXTRA CREDIT ACTIVITIES 

 

A list of 12 possible extra credit activities is provided here for students.  Extra 

credit will be due on or around the time of the Summer Reading Assessment Essay.  

Only one extra credit project is allowed per student per summer.  The amount of 

extra credit awarded and due date will be determined by your teacher during the 

first week of school.  

 
1. Write a letter to the author expressing your opinion of the book.  Include references to specific 

characters, events, and ideas (300 word minimum). 

 

2. Draw a picture of the most important moment in the book.  Include a well-developed 

paragraph explaining why it is such a vital scene (drawing quality factors into the grade). 

 

3. Write a poem about one of the book’s themes.  Explain the theme and how it is reflected in the 

poem (poem must be at least 14 lines in length). 

 

4. Predict what you think would happen if there were a sequel to the book (300 word minimum). 

 

5. Compare a character or situation in the book to someone you know or something you have 

experienced (300 word minimum). 

 

6. Write an interview with one of the characters that reveals an understanding of the character 

and the book’s conflicts or themes (300 word minimum). 

 

7. Compare and contrast your book to another book, movie, or an article of similar subject (300 

word minimum). 

 

8. Choose 3 songs that relate to your book.  Copy the lyrics and write a fully-developed 

paragraph explaining how each relates to the book. 

 

9. Write three journal entries as if you are one of the main characters.  Demonstrate an 

understanding of the characters, their conflicts, and the story (300 word minimum). 

 

10.  Pretend you are the book’s author.  Explain which part of the book was easiest to write and 

which was the most difficult.  Demonstrate some knowledge of the author and his/her life or 

career (300 word minimum). 

 

11. Make the front page of a newspaper in which all the articles, pictures, and advertisements 

relate to your book, the characters, and its themes. 

 

12. Create a jacket cover for your book.  It should include attractive artwork, a reflection of the 

book’s subject, and a summary of the book (quality of artwork will be factored into the grade). 

 


